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Lectionary Texts 
- Acts 10:44-48

- Psalm 98

- 1 John 5:1-6

- John 15:9-17


CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 98)
One:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  His right 

hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.
All: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of Israel.  All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
One:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 

and sing praises.
All: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of 

melody.
One:  With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the 

King, the Lord.
One:  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it.
All: Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy
One:  at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth.
All: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with 

equity.  Let us worship the LORD, our God!

CALL TO WORSHIP (alternate, from Psalm 98)
One:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  His right 

hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.
All: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of Israel.  All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
One:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 

and sing praises.
All: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of 

melody.
One:  With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the 

King, the Lord.
All: Let us worship God!
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CALL TO CONFESSION (from 1 John 5)
For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments.  And his commandments 
are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world.  We, though, tend 
to follow our own commandments and our own terms, which lead to death.  Let us 
confess our sin before God.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from 1 John 5)
Almighty God, you offer a way of life described in your commandments that leads 
to the conquering of the world; they are not burdensome or unnecessary.  
Through them, you are building the Kingdom of Heaven, which offers abundant 
life.  We, though, like to follow our own ways and to choose which 
commandments we might follow — working to build our faulty kingdoms and not 
your perfect kingdom.  Forgive our sin, and continue to mold us into people of 
your kingdom.  In the name of the one who showed such love and obedience that 
he laid down his life for all.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from 1 John 5)
Our faith, says John, is the victory that conquers the world — a faith of one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  Let us put our trust in the Son, follow him, and 
know that we are forgiven.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from Acts 10)
Gracious God, your love is all encompassing.  You sent your Son to lay his life 
down for all of us; what greater love could there be?  After leading the Israelites 
and preparing them to give birth to faith in you into the rest of humanity, you 
poured out your Holy Spirit not only on the Israelites but, also, on the Gentiles — 
even people such as us.  With thankfulness for opening your love to people such 
as us, we give these tithes for your work on earth in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus the Messiah.  Amen. 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Elements in this document are based on the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).  
Some portions are direct quotes; though, quotation marks and designations are usually 
left out for ease of use in bulletins and other worship resources.  Usually, the Call to 
Worship is based upon the Psalm of the day and follows that Psalm very closely but 
modifying it for a leader vs. congregation responsive setting if necessary.  Other 
elements usually deviate more significantly from the text.  While they may quote very 
short sections, they are generally written in the theme of the text.  Elements usually 
designate the book and chapter from which they are derived.


New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.




Portions not from the NRSV are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.


For all other uses or cases, © Copyright 2022, 2024, Andrew Smothers, ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED.
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