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Lectionary Texts

- Exodus 20:1-17

- Psalm 19

- 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
- John 2:13-22

OPENING PRAYER (from Psalm 19)

Holy God, the heavens tell of your glory, and the firmament proclaims your handiwork.
Your law is perfect and revives our souls. Your decrees are sure and bring wisdom to
the simple. Your precepts are right and rejoice our hearts; your commandments are
clear and enlighten our eyes. Fear of you, O LORD, is pure and endures forever. Your
ordinances are both true and righteous. Your law is to be desired more than gold —
even find gold. They are sweeter to us than honey — even drippings of the
honeycomb. Keeping your law comes with great reward. But who can detect our
errors? Clear us from the faults that are hidden from us — that only you can see.
Protect us from those who are rude and disrespectful; clear our minds of them as we
begin worship this day. With your work, we can be blameless and innocent of great
transgressions. As we worship this day before you, let our words and meditations be
acceptable to you, O LORD, for you are our rock and redeemer. Amen.
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CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 19)

One: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork.

All: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares
knowledge.

One: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD
are sure, making wise the simple;

All: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes;

One: the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring for ever; the ordinances of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether.

All: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter
also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.

One: Moreover are your servants warned; in keeping them there is great reward.

All: But who can detect their errors? Clear us from hidden faults.

One: Keep back your servants also from the rude and disrespectful; do not let

them have dominion over us. Then we shall be blameless, and innocent of
great transgression.

All: Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be
acceptable to you, O LORD, our rock and our redeemer. Let us
worship God!

CALL TO CONFESSION (from Psalm 19)

The Psalmist writes his hope that the words of his mouth and the meditations of his
heart be acceptable to God, but our words and meditations are not always according to
God’s law and intentions. Let us confess where we have gone astray and sinned.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from Psalm 19)

Merciful, God, we are often quick to call on you for our supplications and for our
intercessions for friends and family. We can do this despite that our words in
other times and our silent meditations can tear down or dishonor other people or
your creation and purposes. Forgive our inappropriate words and thoughts and
continue to mold us into the people you intend us to be. Transform the words of
our mouths and the meditations of our hearts to be acceptable to you, O Lord,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from 1 Corinthians 1)

The message of scripture is clear. The message about the cross may be foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to those who are being saved, it is the power of God. The
world does not know God through wisdom because God chose to use simple humans
such as us to make his proclamation. We proclaim Christ crucified, and his gift of
crucifixion brings salvation. Friends, hear and believe this good news.

All:  Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from Psalm 19)
The Psalmist writes that your law is perfect, O Lord. It revives our souls. The

decrees of the Lord are sure and make wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord
are right and rejoice our hearts. The commandment of the Lord is clear and
enlightens our eyes. In thankfulness for your law and your teachings, we offer
these gifts from what you have given us in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
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Elements in this document are based on the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).
Some portions are direct quotes; though, quotation marks and designations are usually
left out for ease of use in bulletins and other worship resources. Usually, the Call to
Worship is based upon the Psalm of the day and follows that Psalm very closely but
modifying it for a leader vs. congregation responsive setting if necessary. Other
elements usually deviate more significantly from the text. While they may quote very
short sections, they are generally written in the theme of the text. Elements usually
designate the book and chapter from which they are derived.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

[erecie]

Portions not from the NRSV are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.

For all other uses or cases, © Copyright 2022-2024, Andrew Smothers, ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED.
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