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Lectionary Texts 
- Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14

- Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

- 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

- John 13:1-17, 31b-35


CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 116)
One:  I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
All: Because he inclined his ear to us, therefore we will call on him as 

long as we live.
One:  What shall we return to the LORD for all his bounty to us?
All: We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,
One:  We will pay our vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
All: Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones.
One:  O LORD, we are your servants; we are your servants, the child of your 

serving girl.  You have loosed our bonds.
All: We will offer you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the 

LORD in the presence of all his people,
One:  in the courts for the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.
All: Praise the LORD!  Let us worship God!

CALL TO CONFESSION (from John 13; Luke 22)
Jesus sat down even with the one who would betray him, washed their feet, shared a 
meal, and shared the Lord’s Supper.  This was even as he knew his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father.  Let us confess when we have not been so 
quick to humble ourselves before those who would challenge us.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from John 13; Luke 22)
Merciful Lord, you sat at table with your betrayer-to-be under some of the most 
severe circumstances.  You knew your last day was upon you, and the stress of 
all that was before you didn’t have you fail to show love to all who were around 
you.  You washed your betrayer’s feet, shared a meal with him, and incorporated 
him into your Last Supper.  We, too often, fail to demonstrate such humility and 
love before the people who have failed or betrayed us or whom we suspect of 
doing the same.  You gave us a new commandment to love one another and 
cautioned us that everyone will know us as your disciples by our love.  You 
modeled this for us, but we fail to demonstrate it back to you.  Forgive our sin, 
and create in us new hearts that will display your law written upon them.  Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from John 13)
As Jesus showed love toward Judas knowing what he would do, he also shows love for 
us knowing what we have done.  He has offered us a sacrament that reminds us of his 
sacrifice on the cross that we might be forgiven our multitude of sins and offered eternal 
life.  Friends, hear and believe this good news.
All: Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from John 13, 18-19)
Lord Jesus, despite that you are fully God with all the privileges and powers of 
the divine, you did not exercise such powers when limited earthly powers sought 
to end your earthly ministry.  You accepted arrest, trial under the authority of your 
creation, torture by earthly authorities, and crucifixion.  You, though, are now 
seated in heaven ruling over heaven and earth working to bring the Kingdom of 
Heaven to this place with love, mercy, and justice.  In thanks for what you have 
endured for our sake and for your continued work on earth, we give these tithes 
in your name.  Amen. 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Elements in this document are based on the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).  
Some portions are direct quotes; though, quotation marks and designations are usually 
left out for ease of use in bulletins and other worship resources.  Usually, the Call to 
Worship is based upon the Psalm of the day and follows that Psalm very closely but 
modifying it for a leader vs. congregation responsive setting if necessary.  Other 
elements usually deviate more significantly from the text.  While they may quote very 
short sections, they are generally written in the theme of the text.  Elements usually 
designate the book and chapter from which they are derived.


New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.




Portions not from the NRSV are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.


For all other uses or cases, © Copyright 2022-2024, Andrew Smothers, ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED.
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