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Lectionary Texts 
- Genesis 22:1-14

- Psalm 13:1-6

- Romans 6:12-23

- Matthew 10:40-42


*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 13) 
One:  Though, we might feel abandoned and cry out, “How long, O LORD?  Will 

you forget us forever?”
All: We might ask, “How long will you hide your face from us?”
One:  We might bear pain in our our souls and have sorrow in our hearts all day 

long.
All: We might see our enemy exalted over us.
One:  In such trouble, consider and answer us, O LORD our God!
All: But we will trust in your steadfast love; our hearts will rejoice in your 

salvation.
One:  We will sing to the LORD,
All: because he has dealt bountifully with us.  Let us worship God!

*CALL TO WORSHIP (alternate, from Psalm 13)
One:  We trust in God’s steadfast love
All: our hearts shall rejoice in his salvation.
One: We will sing to the Lord,
All: because he has dealt bountifully with us.  Let us worship God.

CALL TO CONFESSION (from Romans 6)
We are told not to let sin exercise dominion in our mortal bodies — not to let ourselves 
obey sin’s passions.  Let us now confess our sins, turn the other way, and live in 
obedience to our Lord Jesus.  Let us pray.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we too often sin by letting the world, the passions of our old selves, 
and the influences around us have some authority over our bodies and over our 
lives.  Forgive our sins, and transform us into instruments of your righteousness.  
In the name of the one who shows us righteousness, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Romans 6)
Paul invites us to present ourselves to God as those who have been brought from death 
to life and to present ourselves to God as instruments of righteousness.  Let us live into 
these commands and, as we do, live assured of God’s forgiveness.  Friends, hear and 
believe this good news.

All: Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from Matthew 10)
God, our provider, you call us to abide in you and promise that you will abide in 
us.  Thank you that despite our sinfulness, you are willing to call us your own 
people.  You tell us that when one welcomes us, they likewise welcome you. 
Continue to grow us ever more closely to you.  In our thankfulness, we offer gifts 
from our labors only enabled through you and ask that you would oversee their 
investment in your work by the church.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 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Elements in this document are based on the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).  
Some portions are direct quotes; though, quotation marks and designations are usually 
left out for ease of use in bulletins and other worship resources.  Usually, the Call to 
Worship is based upon the Psalm of the day and follows that Psalm very closely but 
modifying it for a leader vs. congregation responsive setting if necessary.  Other 
elements usually deviate more significantly from the text.  While they may quote very 
short sections, they are generally written in the theme of the text.  Elements usually 
designate the book and chapter from which they are derived.


New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.




Portions not from the NRSV are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.


For all other uses or cases, © Copyright 2023, Andrew Smothers, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

See last page for licensing information, copyrights, and limitations of use.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

