
Surprised by Hope 
Chapter 1 Study Questions 

Prepared by Pastor Andy Smothers


Please read chapter 1, and answer these questions as you read.


Chapter 1 
I. If ultimate Christian hope is being raised from the dead and sent off to a heaven in 

a different space than this earth for eternity, is there much reason to focus on 
transforming this earth today?  Why or why not?


II. At the beginning of section 2, Wright notes the beliefs of a few different faiths.  
Briefly note the faith and belief here for Muslims, Hindus, orthodox Christians, and 
Buddhists.


III. What are some of the viewpoints shown in today’s media?  Have you experienced 
these in any particular movies, shows, plays, books?


 Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License



IV. In section 3, Wright gives three main varieties of belief of what happens after death.  
List these and briefly describe them.  Have you encountered these?  Where?


V. What do you think of the practice of putting object in coffins along with the dead to 
comfort or help them in the life to come (e.g. photographs, jewelry, teddy bears, 
digestive biscuits/crackers, spare glasses from the deceased, false teeth, …)?


VI. What do think of the idea of ghosts?


VII. Is Elvis alive?
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This study guide is written to guide study and discussions of Surprised by Hope:  
Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church by N. T. Wright.  
The full set of study guides is available at https://livingintograce.com/2022/02/21/
study-guide-questions-for-surprised-by-hope-rethinking-heaven-the-resurrection-and-
the-mission-of-the-church-by-n-t-wright/.  While based on the book, this guide was 
not prepared in cooperation with the author, N. T. Wright, nor the publishers (SPCK and 
HarperOne).




This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 
International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-sa/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 
USA.
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